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Nurturing a Balanced Tech Mindset for Children

Technology is ubiquitous, and children are growing up in a hyper connected environment. As a parent or teacher, it is
essential to foster a healthy and balanced relationship between children and technology.

Here are some Safe on Social tips for nurturing a pro-technology mindset that empowers children to develop their
digital literacy, stay safe online, and use technology in constructive ways.

Be a Role Model - Children Learn by observing adults around them. As a parent or teacher, it is essential to model
a balanced and mindful relationship with technology. Avoid using devices excessively in front of children, and set
boundaries for yourself, such as taking tech-free breaks or not bringing devices to certain social situations.

Encourage Critical Thinking - Teach children to be critical consumers of technology. Encourage them to question
what they see online, evaluate sources, and consider the potential consequences of their actions. Discuss the impact
of technology on society, and help them develop a more nuanced perspective on its benefits and drawbacks.

Prioritise Safety and Privacy Online - safety and privacy are critical issues for children. As a parent or teacher, it is
important to educate children about safe online behaviour, such as not sharing personal information, avoiding online
strangers, and reporting any suspicious activity. Encourage them to use strong passwords and privacy settings on
their devices and social media accounts. (see cheat sheets in our online learning programs)

Use Technology as a Learning Tool - Technology offers numerous opportunities for children to learn and explore new
ideas. Encourage them to use technology for educational purposes, such as accessing online learning resources,
collaborating with peers on projects, or using educational apps.

Encourage Face-to-Face Communication - While technology offers many benefits, it is essential to balance screen
time with face-to-face interaction. Encourage children to engage in social activities, spend time outdoors, and
participate in extracurricular activities that do not involve screens.

Provide Limits and Boundaries - Technology can be a useful tool for learning and entertainment, it is crucial to set
limits and boundaries for children’s use. Parents and teachers can work together to establish guidelines on when and
how much time children can spend on devices. Consistency is key, and it's essential to enforce these limits to ensure
children do not develop unhealthy habits.

Focus on Quality Content - The internet is a vast and often overwhelming space, and it can be challenging for
children to navigate. Encourage children to consume high-quality content that aligns with their interests and
educational goals. Parents and teachers can help them find age-appropriate resources and use filtering tools to block
inappropriate content.



Foster a Growth Mindset - Encourage children to see technology as a tool for growth and learning. Emphasise that
making mistakes is a natural part of the learning process, and it's okay to ask for help when needed. This mindset
fosters resilience and perseverance.

Encourage Collaboration and Creativity - Technology can facilitate collaboration and creativity, which are essential
skills in today’s world. Encourage children to use technology to work together on projects, share ideas, and create
content. This approach fosters teamwork, communication, and problem-solving skills that will serve them well in their
future careers.

Stay Informed - Technology is constantly evolving, and it’s essential to stay informed about the latest trends and
developments. Parents and teachers can attend workshops, read articles, and participate in online communities
to stay up to date with the latest information. This approach ensures that they can guide children towards making
informed decisions about technology use.

Play Online Games with Your Children - Playing online games with your children is an excellent way to bond and
spend quality time together. It also allows parents to monitor their children’s online behaviour and help them
develop safe and responsible online habits. Consider setting aside time each week to play games with your children,
such as every Friday night. This approach not only provides a fun and engaging activity for the family but also
promotes healthy technology use and builds trust between parents and children.
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